
Investigate the idea that  human 
activities are on a "collision course" 
with  the health and sustainability 

of the River Murray  

What can we do individually or in 
communiites to reduce the 

impact of this collision ?

Questioning 
and 

investigating 

Observing and 
describing 

Comparing 
and 

connecting 

Finding 
complexity 

Exploring 
viewpoints 

Reasoning 

Collect images of water usage in river 
environments  and water usage in urban 

environments. 
With a partner create a collage 

 1/2 page of water use near the river 
and the other 1/2 of water use in urban 

areas.
Compare and contrast 

Discuss the different viewpoints 
represented in your joint collage. 

Add extra lines or colours to your collage 
to emphasise the idea of a collision. 

River life and river activities have changed over time.
Read and research different sources of information or 
interview people of different ages. Consider Aboriginal, 

early settlers  and people today and how they lived 
near or used the river. 

Create a timeline of drawn or digital images which show 
the change. Finally add your own images to show what 

you think the river environment will look like in the 
future.

Create a character, write a set 
of interview questions and a 

script. Choose and name three 
guests eg Mr Peli -Can , Murray 

Cod, Wally Roo for an 
Environmental TV show .
Develop questions which 

investigate their point of view 
about the health of the river . 

Use digital images and 
recording  to create a short TV 
segment or write a newspaper 

article. 

 The way we use water changes 
over time. What can we learn 

about the past and present that 
might help us find solutions for the 

future?
Design an image and slogan that 

reminds us about the need to 
make changes. 

Consider the claim that river 
environments are changing and 

humans contribute to this. Research 
internet sites to find images  which 

support this claim.
What can we do  to reduce the 

impact? Design a poster to display 
bold messages about reducing the 

impact of the collision.
Students paint a picture on 

the theme - river and 
human environments 

collide 
Students choose three 

other class  paintings to 
observe and describe. 
Consider how colours, 

shapes and lines contribute 
to the message of 

"collision" and record ideas 
on a class poster.

ARTFUL THINKING PALETTE   
"Using the metaphor of a palette, the program helps students develop their thinking dispositions through the 
use of a variety of 'thinking routines' that help them think deeply and flexibly about art and other topics."  The 
artful thinking palette is comprised of 6 thinking dispositions – 6 basic colors, or forms, of intellectual behavior 

– that have dual power: They are powerful ways of exploring works of art, and powerful ways of exploring 
subjects across the school curriculum. The Artful Thinking palette comes alive through the use of “thinking 

routines.” Each thinking disposition has several thinking routines connected to it. 


